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WORLD  RICE  PRODUCTION  REDUCED 
BY  UNFAVORABLE  WEATHER  IN  ASIA 


World  rice  production  in  1966-67  turned  out  to  be  substantially  less  than 
forecast  early  in  the  season,  according  to  information  ourrently  available 
to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.     Subsequent  release  of  official  esti- 
mates could  result  in  a  later  revision  of  the  crop. 

World  production  of  rough  rice  in  1966-67  (August-July),  excluding  Communist 
Asia,  is  estimated  at  163  million  metric  tons,  2  percent  above  the  compara- 
tively small  crop  of  160  million  in  1965-66  and  6  percent  below  the  record 
173  million  tons  produced  in  196^-65.     Production  averaged  160  million  tons 
in  the  5  years  ended  196^-6$  and  133  million  in  the  precedung  5-year  period. 

Output  was  sharply  reduced  in  Asia— producer  of  approximately  93  percent  of 
all  rice— by  both  drought  and  floods,  particularly  in  the  major  producing 
countries  of  India  and  Pakistan.     Record  crops  were  harvested  in  some  coun- 
tries of  Asia  and  in  the  rest  of  the  world.     Acreage  increased  and  high 
level  yields  were  produced  on  all  other  continents. 

By  far  the  major  factor  in  the  cutback  of  Asia's  harvest  was  a  drought  in 
India  in  the  second  successive  year.     This  season's  lack  of  rain  severely 
curtailed  production  in  three  principal  rice  States—Bihar,  Madhya  Pradesh, 
and  Uttar  Pradesh.     Latest  reports  indicate  that  high  level  acreage  and  in- 
creased yields  in  other  States,  notably  in  southern  India,  have  failed  to 
materially  offset  the  drastic  drop  in  the  production  of  these  three  States. 

Lack  of  rainfall  reduced  Pakistan's  crop  by  9  percent.     Flooding  of  the 
Mekong  River  last  fall  caused  acreage  losses  in  Cambodia,  Laos  and  to 
som.e  extent.  South  Vietnam.     Less  acreage  was  planted  in  Burma,  and  yields 
were  reported  to  be  lower  than  in  recent  years. 
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Total  record  production  of  countries  excluding  the  world's  two  major  rice 
areas — Communist  China  and  India — was  the  result  of  record  yields  per  acre 
harvested  on  record  acreages.      Responding  to  improved  methods,  per  acre 
yields  generally  are  on  the  increase  where  weather  permits. 

Several  countries  of  Asia  had  good  or  record  rice  crops.    Thailand  sharply 
increased  acreage  and  its  crop  is  officially  estimated  at  a  record  much 
above  the  previous  largest  crop.    Production  increased  in  the  Malaya  States, 
Indonesia,  Japan,  South  Korea,  and  the  Philippine  Republic. 

The  season  was  favorable  for  rice  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.    The  output 
of  North  America  increased  9  percent,  led  by  the  United  States  with  a  10- 
percent  increase  in  acreage  and  an  11.5-percent  rise  in  production.  Record 
acreages  planted  in  Mexico  and  Central  America,  combined  with  higher  yields, 
resiilted  in  production  inrreases  of  2  and  11  percent,  respecitvely,  over 
1965  and  sharply  above  the  average.    All  countries  of  Central  America  shared 
in  the  increase. 

The  outlook  in  South  America  is  for  a  good  harvest  now  nearly  completed. 
Acreages  increased  in  m.ost  countries,  and  total  estimated  production  is  up 
3  percent  from  a  year  earlier.     The  harvest  is  expected  to  approximate,  and 
may  exceed,  the  record  crop  of  2  years  before. 

Production  of  Western  Europe  exceeded  the  small  crop  of  the  preceding  year 
by  a  considerable  margin  and  was  2  percent  above  the  average.  Although 
acreage  decreased  in  all  countries  except  Italy,  substantially  higher 
yields  were  harvested.     Italy's  acreage  was  the  largest  in  7  years;  yields 
per  acre  were  below  average  but  much  above  the  country's  lowest  recorded 
yields  of  I965.    Harvests  of  Portugal  and  France,  though  larger  than  in 
1965,  were  below  average.    Record  yields  in  Spain  brought  in  a  relatively 
large    crop,  despite  an  acreage  decline  in  recent  years. 

Production  of  the  USSR  and  Eastern  Europe  increased  markedly  over  the 
preceding  year.    The  USSR  harvested  a  record  crop,  having  steadily  in- 
creased both  land  in  rice  and  production  per  acre  in  the  1960's.  Out- 
put of  Eastern  Europe  was  26  percent  over  the  poor  crop  of  1965  and  22 
percent  above  the  average  in  1960-6^. 

Record  production  of  Africa  was  k  percent  larger  than  in  1965-66.  Crops 
increased  in  such  main  producing  countries  as  the  UAR  (Egypt),  Madagscar, 
Nigeria,  and  Sierra  Leone. 

Australia  continued  to  expand  rice  production.     Acreage  increased  12  per- 
cent over  the  preceding  record  of  the  year  before.    Near-record  yields, 
second  only  to  those  of  1965-66,  resulted  in  a  harvest  9  percent  above  the 
preceding  crop  and  45  percent  above  the  average. 
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